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tioned in the later Sanskrit works. Thus, (i) according to
Mahabharata (Danaparva), they are Dhara, Dhruva, Soma.
Savitra, Anila, Anala, Pratyusa, and Prabhasa ; (ii) according
to Bhagavatapurana, they are Drona, Prana, Dhruva. Arka,
Agiu, Dosa, Vastu, and Vibhavasu ; (iii) according to Vayu-
and Kurmapurana, they are Apa, Dhruva, Soma, Dhara,
Anila, Anala, Pratyusa, and Prabhasa ; lastly (iv), according
to Amarakosa, they are Dhara, Dhruva, Soma, Visnu, Anila,
Ana la, Pratyusa, and Prabhasa. In these different enumera-
tions, we may regard Anala identical with Agni, Arka with
Visnu and Savitra, Drona (literally meaning a cup) with Soma
(the moon), Dhara with Vastu, Pravasa (a shining one) with
Vibhavasu and Prana with Apa. Dosa (evening) probably
corresponds to Pratyusa (dawn) referring to the comparative
darkness after surset and before_ sunrise. ThuR we have Agni
(Anala), Arka (Savitra, Visnu), Apa (Anila, Prana), Dosa and
Pratyusa, Dhara (Vastu), JDhruva, Pravasa (Vibhavasu), and
Soma (Drona) as the Vasus.

I shall now consider what led to the idea of Vasus as deities.
The significance of the term vasu as used in the Rigveda may
reasonably make one think that the vasus were regarded as
givers of food, fortune, and prosperity. We also have direct
evidence in the same work and in the Atharvaveda. Vasus'
cows are begged for food. They are themselves said to maintain
good things and are regarded as the masters of the removal cf
distress. The Vasus are connected with the hot season and
rains. They have a heat-giving wheel which we take to mean
the sun. They served the work of fire. Their cloud-splitting
and mankilHng weapon is no doubt the thunder during the
storm and rain. Indra's lordship and companionship of the
Vasus point to the same thing. We know that the summer
and rains are closely connected in northern India. The relation-
ship of the Vasus, as the deities of fortune and prosperity, witk
the summer and rains can be thus accounted for : Barley
and perhaps wheat(l), at least at a later period, which seem
to have been the principal cereals of the people during the
Vedic times, are the winter crops of the North-West India.
The harvest at the end of the winter led to the storing up of the
crop in large quantities. A large crop of the principal food-
stuff really formed the fortune of the people during the rains,
as it would give them relief at this distressing part of the year.
It is for this reason that the Vasus were connected with this
season.

Now what caused the Vasus to be connected with Dhanis-
tha ? In Taitttriya Samhita we find the eight vasus mentioned
with four goddesses, called Sravistas, e^dently connecting them
with one another. As already noted, Vasus have been regarded
as the asterism Dhanistha or its presiding deities. Again the
constellation Delphinus which is more or less coincident with